
 

 
 

 

 

Greetings, GrandPartners! I‘m a GrandPartner, too, the grandmother of four MacLaren students.  I am also a former board 
member and a proud supporter of the school. I support MacLaren. Why? Because our students are learning. They’re not doing 
standardized test prep. They’re reading and writing and doing math problems and science experiments and practicing music and 
competing in sports. In the midst of an ongoing national conversation about education, I can assure you that there is no finer 
faculty, no finer curriculum, and no finer school than ours. Enjoy learning more! 

LOWER SCHOOL: Medieval Day for Fourth Graders   
It may be the 21st century at your house, but in the 4th grade it’s the 14th. The 
students celebrated with Medieval Day, bringing to life what they have been 
studying. They dressed up as lords and ladies, peasants, and knights. Even a 
Joan of Arc or two made an appearance.  The young medievalists feasted in 
their classrooms at noon, taking a break from making stained glass (with 
parchment paper), practicing medieval calligraphy, and weaving on wooden 
looms. 
During the feast, multi-talented MacLaren teachers were the minstrels. Mrs. 
Milner played the violin, Ms. Ware played the harp and Mrs. Los played the 
guitar. No doubt the young diners raised their tankards (AKA water bottles) 
in appreciation of the musicians. There was time for games of chess and 
backgammon before the day was done, and the students walked back 
through the door to their own time.  

UPPER SCHOOL: Tenth Graders in Humane Letters   
My granddaughter was swept away reading A Man for All Seasons and its 
story of Thomas More’s conflict with King Henry VIII.   We were discussing the 
play when she asked me, “Does Thomas More get murdered? I think he does.” I told her I wasn’t giving anything away and that 
she would just have to keep reading to learn More’s fate. She told me that she and a friend had a theory:  More would be 

executed by the king. Again, I told her to keep reading. Which she did.  

Here’s what struck me about the exchange: she could have answered 
her question on Google in 30 seconds. But MacLaren students aren’t 
taught to Google information. They’re taught to read texts. They’re 
taught to write about the texts. They’re taught to deepen their 
understanding through discussions       about the texts. I know you share 
my hopes and concerns for the young people in your life. You can be 
sure of the quality and depth of their education at Thomas MacLaren. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas MacLaren means community, a community of lifelong 
learners. We know you play an important part in your young 
person’s life, and we invite you to join them on this journey. 
Please continue to support them. Please continue to support 
the school. Thank you for your interest and your generosity. 
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ORCHESTRA: Fine Arts Night Seventh grade students are learning about 
the Vikings. So, they will bring what they have learned in the classroom to their Fine 
Arts Night performance of, that’s right, “Viking,” by Soon Hee Newbold. Their open-
string double stops and pizzicato will take you on a stirring adventure! 

Orchestra V (10th grade) is learning music from different eras and with different 
styles.  At Fine Arts Night, they will be playing a 16th century Renaissance motet, an 
18th century Classical symphony by Haydn (from the same century in which Jane 
Austen, whose Pride and Prejudice these students are reading now, was born) and a 
19th century Romantic work by Grieg.  We hope to see you there in December!  

SPORTS: Fear the Deer! That's what other teams have learned when the 
MacLaren Highlanders compete! Here are some fall highlights:   The Middle School 
Boys Cross Country team shows up! Throughout the season, two Highlander 
runners — Braxton Oliver (7th) and Shawn Kipchumba (8th) — have dominated the 
field. They ran together, pushing one another to faster and faster times, finishing 
first and second in nearly every race of the season! In the middle school state finals, 
Braxton came in first individually and the team in 6th place.    High School Boys 
Soccer: Coming back from 2nd place in state finals last season, our boys came into 
the state playoffs ranked #3, undefeated in their league. After advancing to the 2nd 

round of quarterfinals, they lost to rival #6 
Fountain Valley School in a heartbreaking 3-2 
overtime upset. Our team were true 
Highlanders, accepting the loss with dignity 
and grace. High School Cross Country: At the 
2A state finals meet, the girls qualified as a 
team for the first time!  Junior Jay Wood led 
the boys with a 6th place individual finish.  The 
boys team finished in 5th place and girls team 
placed 17th.   Go Highlanders! 

At Thomas MacLaren students are being 
encouraged to excellence in the classroom and 
on the field. Strong minds and strong bodies is 
the MacLaren way.  
 

 

All families will soon be receiving the 
Annual Appeal letter. As a tuition-free 
charter public school, MacLaren 
receives a fraction of the state and 
local funding for district public 
schools. We rely on people like you to 
help us continue the excellent 
educational and social formation our 
students are given. We appreciate the 
generosity of GrandPartners. We hope 
you will support the Annual and 
Masters Funds. If you are interested in 
making an in-kind gift — like the new 
mural and court refinishing gym 
projects — please contact Joy Oram to 
learn how you can make a difference 
for MacLaren. 

 

MACLAREN GIVING 

Senior Drama III 
A Midsummer’s Night Dream 

by William Shakespeare 

Thursday, December 2 &  
Friday, December 3 

6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
 

MacLaren Auditorium 
Bring your family to enjoy the third 

and final senior play. 

 

Winter Fine Arts Night 
Wednesday, December & 
Thursday, December 9 

6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 

Wasson Auditorium 
All GrandPartners are invited to 
attend the annual Upper School  
(6th thru 12th grades) orchestra 

performance.  It’s a beautiful night of 
music.  Ask your family which night 
your special person is performing. 

 
Interested in Volunteering? 

We hope to open the school to 
GrandPartners soon. Stay tuned! 

 

 
Questions? Contact Joy Oram at  

719-313-4488 x107 
JOram@maclarenschool.org    
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